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“The Last Word on Christ”





Revelation 1:12-20
A.W. Tozer, 20th century pastor and writer, has said, “This Revelation of Jesus Christ has to do with his relationship to the Father, to the human race and to the church. Ministers faithful to the Word of God have always said that Christ can be found on every page of the Bible. In [the] Revelation, we see him dominating the eternal future.”
Do you remember the old E.F. Hutton TV commercials? The setting was typically a busy restaurant or other public place. Two people would be talking about financial matters, and the first person would repeat something his broker had said about investing. The second person would say, “Well, my broker is E.F. Hutton, and E.F. Hutton says…” At that point every person in the busy restaurant would stop dead in their tracks, turn, and strain to hear what the man was about to say. When E.F. Hutton talks, people listen, was their motto.

If Christ were to speak today, all the churches would stop to listen, wouldn’t they? What if I were to tell you that Christ has already spoken? Why should we listen to what Jesus has to say? There are many good reasons why, but let me mention three:

1) Jesus Cares for His Church (vv. 12-13).
Here’s the setting: John is exiled on the isle of Patmos. It was a small, bleak, island where prisoners and undesirables were banished and forced to work in the mines. According to the early church fathers, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and Eusebius, John was sent there and forced to work in the mines even though he was quite old. 

Why was he exiled? Because of his unwavering faith and witness, like other biblical writers.
· Moses wrote the Pentateuch in the wilderness. 
· David wrote many psalms while being pursued by Saul. 
· Ezekiel wrote in exile. 
· Paul wrote several letters from prison.
Similarly, the final written revelation was given to John while suffering for Christ and the gospel on the isle of Patmos. What did Jesus want John to do? “Write what you see in a book, and send it to the seven churches” (v. 11). There is a theory that the seven churches represent seven periods in church history. I think it’s a very interesting theory, and there may be some validity to it, however, I understand these messages to be given to the seven churches because they represent the kinds of triumphs, trials, and failures common to all churches in all times and places.

Christ personally walks in the midst of the churches, according to verses 12&13. Jesus is the center and the heart of every church. His attention is fully focused on the mission of all of his churches. There is a big difference between a person who really cares, and a person who only says they care. When they say they care – we sometimes wonder if they really do. But when you know somebody has been down and out it tends to make you interested in what they have to say. Jesus has been there! Jesus is intimately interested in all the churches, because he died and rose again to establish every church. We should listen because Jesus cares for the church.

2) Jesus is Qualified to Judge His Church (vv. 13-16)
John turns around to look at who was speaking to him and sees Jesus in all of his heavenly glory. What a sight!
His Clothing - a long robe, with a golden sash, symbolizing his High Priestly office.
His Hair - white like wool and snow, that resembles the description of the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7), symbolizing his timeless wisdom.
His Eyes - a flame of fire. They have penetrating vision, searching righteousness, a holy gaze. All that he sees is viewed rightly, being tested by righteous fire. 
His Feet - burnished bronze = “fine brass.” In Scripture both bronze and fire stand for divine judgment as seen in the bronze altar and other items of brass used in connection with sacrifice for sin with burnt offerings.
His Voice - the sound of many waters. It was powerful like Niagara Falls. “Not a voice you would talk back to!” writes Charles Ryrie.
His Right Hand - held seven stars. The right hand is a symbol of strength, power, and honor. These “stars” are in a place of honor, but they are also under his authority, strength, and protection. 

Verse 20 explains that the stars are the “angels of the churches.” The word “angels” can also be translated “messengers” referring to human beings. These “stars or messengers” probably refer to the leaders in the 7 churches to whom the messages are addressed. The spiritual significance is that these angels are messengers who are responsible for the spiritual welfare of these seven churches and are in the right hand of the Son of Man, indicating protection and sovereign control.

Then, there is his Sword (v. 16b) “and out of his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword.” The sword symbolizes the irresistible authority and devastating force of the Lord’s judgment.

And finally his Face (v. 16c) “and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.” This is a reference to the brilliance of Christ’s divine glory revealing his holiness and deity. It is a blinding light that is overpowering, yet beautiful. What an awesome sight! What a different view of Jesus Christ, than the one we may typically have stuck in our minds – gentle Jesus, meek and mild.

At a reception honoring musician Sir Robert Mayer on his 100th birthday, elderly British socialite Lady Diana Cooper fell into conversation with a friendly woman who seemed to know her well. Lady Diana’s failing eyesight prevented her from recognizing her fellow guest until she peered more closely at the magnificent diamonds and realized she was talking to Queen Elizabeth! Overcome with embarrassment, Lady Diana curtsied and stammered, “Ma’am, oh, I’m sorry, ma’am. I didn’t recognize you without your crown!”

Our imaginations are constricted, writes Eugene Peterson. We see Christ walking around Palestine with some rather dense fishermen, helping people, and saying verses suitable for memorizing in Sunday school or placing on a decorative plaque—and we suppose [we’ve seen] it all. John’s vision trains us to re-envision Christ in whatever terms are necessary to affirm his centrality in this time and place, among these people. Yet the vision is more than just seeing. On seeing Christ in this vision, John falls in a dead faint. He is lifted to his feet by the reassuring words, “Fear not,” the same words by which Peter’s stormy sea terror was changed to trust, and Mary Magdalene’s empty-tomb panic was changed into excited witness. Jesus bore no glowing physical attributes that seemed to suggest his eternal majesty… that is because he walked the earth without his crown. But here, we have a vision of Jesus in all of his glorious majesty and power. Here Jesus has the qualities of holy judgment that demand our attention! In the closing verses of this passage we’re told that we should listen to Jesus because:

3) Jesus Comforts His Church (vv. 17-20) After comforting John with the tender words, “Do not be afraid,” Jesus says: 

“I am the first and the last” - Jesus is Almighty. Jesus is the eternal, Almighty God. He is the beginning of all things, and the ending of all things. Everything is under his control. He reigns supreme. 
“I died, and behold, I am alive for evermore” - Jesus is Alive. Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 11:25-26) If Jesus overcame death, so will we – and so too can churches overcome even in the darkest of times.
“I have the keys of Death and of Hades” - Jesus has Authority. Death cannot reign over us. We do not need to fear it. If you have ever been escorted through the halls of a jail or prison, as I have been, you have nothing to fear as you walk alongside the prison guard, because he holds the keys. Through his death Jesus has rendered powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil. If the Son has set you free, you are free indeed!
“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches” - Jesus gives Assurance. In the letters to the churches, some get high praise, some get harsh rebuke. But most importantly, each church is given a promise of blessings for faithfulness.

Douglas Maurer, age 15, of Creve Coeur, Missouri, had been feeling bad for several days. His temperature was ranging between 103 and 105 degrees, and he was suffering from severe flu-like symptoms. Finally, his mother took him to the hospital in St. Louis. Douglas was diagnosed as having leukemia. The doctors told him in frank terms about his disease. They said that for the next three years, he would have to undergo chemotherapy. They didn’t sugarcoat the side effects. They told Douglas he would lose his hair and that his body would most likely bloat. Upon hearing this he went into a deep depression. His aunt called a floral shop to send Douglas an arrangement of flowers. She told the clerk that it was for her teenage nephew who had been diagnosed with leukemia. 

When the flowers arrived at the hospital, they were beautiful. Douglas read the card from his aunt. Then he saw a second card that said: “Douglas—I took your order. I work at Bricks florist. I had leukemia when I was 7 years old. I’m 22 years old now. Good luck. My heart goes out to you. Sincerely, Laura Bradley.” 

His face lit up. He wasn’t depressed any longer. Douglas was in a hospital filled with millions of dollars of the most sophisticated medical equipment. He treated by expert doctors and nurses with medical training totaling in the hundreds of years. But it was a salesclerk in a flower shop, a woman making $175 a week, who by taking the time to care, and who was willing to go with what her heart told her to do that gave Douglas the will to carry on. 

Jesus judges his churches, but he comforts them by always giving them the promise of blessings that flow to those who keep the will to carry on faithfully for him. This should comfort us as well. Because we know that we are not a perfect church. We have some commendable things going on, but we have plenty of room for improvement. Christ’s offer is open for our church to carry on, so that our lampstand will burn brightly in the midst of our dark and hopeless world.

Revelation is the last word on Christ, but truthfully, HE HAS the last word, and in the end, HE IS the last word. Amen.

