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[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Last Word on Heaven”			Revelation 21:1-5, 22-27
The Bible is full of wonderful promises, but perhaps the most wonderful of all is this promise from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” (2:9). There are many things we do not know about what heaven will be like, because it is beyond our ability to comprehend. But we can be sure that it will fulfill our greatest longings; it will dazzle us with its beauty; it will obliterate our greatest problems with its power and splendor; it will be greater than anything we could ever imagine or dream; it will be a place where love and joy will reign unspoiled. God is busy preparing this for us. 
Jesus and Satan were at their computers, writing reports and doing spread sheets, and suddenly lightning flashed and thunder rolled, and the power went off. And when it came back on, Satan bowed his head and wept because he’d lost everything, but Jesus had no problem because JESUS SAVES. That joke was left over from the last word on salvation from last Sunday, but today we read and hear the last word on heaven. [Scripture]
Unfortunately, heaven has gotten some bad press from those who do not understand what God has prepared for those who love him. People see heaven as sitting on a cloud wearing a halo, while little angels play harps as they float through the heavens. Others see it as an unending church service, or singing hymns for all eternity. Some think of it as a sort of a celestial retirement city. It all seems like an apparition — unreal. No wonder so many people see heaven as a place of numbing boredom, or secretly say to themselves, “Is that all there is?” 
There is so much that could be said about heaven, but first let me say that: Heaven is real. Heaven will not be some ethereal existence where we float about as spirits without bodies. Why would God take the trouble to create a new earth if there was not going to be anyone to live on it? Why would we be given new bodies if we were not going to live in a material world? Adam and Eve were not placed on a cloud when God created them, but on the earth. Heaven will be Eden restored. We have been living east of Eden since Adam and Eve sinned, but the day will come when the original paradise God intended us to be a part of will be restored. The new Jerusalem is not floating in space, but comes down to earth. 
I was in Minneapolis on Thursday and Friday attending a national Presbyterian meeting and on the flight back yesterday I read about some of the novelty foods they are serving this year at the Minnesota State Fair. There was a cup of frozen Chai on a stick, deep fried fruit on a stick, salad on a stick, pizza kabob, chocolate chip cookie dough on a stick, and chocolate covered jalapeño peppers on a stick. Does any of that sound like real food to you? Maybe to Minnesotans, but not to me!
Heaven will be a real place with real, meaningful and rewarding work for us to do. Heaven will be the fulfillment of what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” The old earth will pass away and God will create a new earth which will be the home of righteousness. Christian author Dallas Willard assures us that “The life we now have as the persons we now are will continue in the universe in which we now exist.” It will not be a strange apparition, but the real world we have known, only new and better. 
Now here is the second truth about heaven: Heaven is right. It will be a place of righteousness, or right-ness. All the wrongs of the world will be made right. It will be a place where everything evil is absent, and everything good is present; everything sad will be gone, and only joy will exist; everything disappointing will disappear, and everything exciting will appear; everything depressing will be gone, and everything hopeful will come; everything violent and hateful will be gone, and everything born of love will be prevail; every unfaithfulness will be in the past, and steadfast loyalty will be present; everything detestable will be gone, and everything desirable will abide; every sickness will be gone, and complete wholeness will take over our lives; every struggle, frustration and failure will be over, and only success will be possible. “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 
Every wrong done to you in this world will be made right. Every injustice will meet with justice. Every sorrow will be reversed, and joy will wash over you like a waterfall. The prophet Isaiah wrote: “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind” (Isaiah 65:17).
The corrupted, fallen part of the world will be gone, and God will restore the world to the way it was meant to be in the beginning — unspoiled by human sin. Everything false will disappear, and everything good and true will prevail. The Bible says, “But nothing unclean will enter it, nor will anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Revelation 21:27).  
The third truth that is important to understand about heaven is: Heaven is relational. In 1991 Eric Clapton lost his five-year-old son, Conner, after he fell from the window of their forty-ninth floor Manhattan apartment. Clapton poured out his grief in song and wrote “Tears in Heaven.” In the song he asks the question: 
Would you know my name…If I saw you in heaven?
Would it be the same…If I saw you in heaven?
It is the question to which a lot of people would like a straight answer. The truth is, we will meet again those we have lost who have known Christ and lived for him — if we belong to Christ. Our relationships will not be lost; they will be regained and renewed. We will experience these relationships at a level we have never known before. Deep, rewarding and fulfilling relationships will be the hallmark of heaven. On earth we let each other down and disappoint each other. Many times, without knowing it, we hurt each other and fail each other. Our fallen, imperfect nature will be healed and we will be capable of intimacy in relationships that we cannot even imagine here and now. 
Our relationship with God will be healed as well. No more will our love for our Lord be compromised by a selfish love for ourselves and an obsession with the things of the world. Our love for God and our relationship with him will be unspoiled. There will be nothing between us — no separation. Our relationship with God will be so intimate that the Revelation describes it as a bride coming to her husband — full of love, with arms open wide. 
The fourth thing that it is important for us to understand about heaven is: Heaven is rewarding. John does the best he can to describe heaven, but he is limited by language and experience. He has never seen anything like this before, and he finds it impossible to fully depict what he witnesses in this vision. It is so rich and real that the things of greatest value on earth are commonplace. It is so beautiful that he describes it with the best comparisons he can make. 

Let’s say that you have worked very hard on earth. You have been faithful to God. You have done your best. You have kept your life free from any major sin. Yet nothing has gone right for you. Your health is bad, your finances are worse, your children have made nothing but bad choices and your relationships are unfulfilling. You want to say with the Psalmist: “Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; in vain have I washed my hands in innocence” (Psalm 73:13). It all seems so unfair. Where is the justice? Justice is not far off. Justice does not always happen in this world, because this is not heaven. The accounts are settled and our rewards are given in another place and another time. 
C. S. Lewis in his classic book, The Problem of Pain, struggles with the problems caused by the suffering of this life. In writing, he says, “Our Father refreshes us on the journey with some pleasant inns, but will not encourage us to mistake them for home.” I think he is right. Home is coming, but it is not here yet. 
But finally, Heaven is the residence of God. Verses 22-27 make this abundantly clear. The greatest reward of heaven will be God himself. Nothing we see or experience will be greater than the fact that we are with God and see God face to face. John writes here in chapter 21: “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes.’” (Revelation 21:3&4). We will have no greater reward or relationship than being with our awesome God and seeing him face to face.  
In C. S. Lewis’ wonderful books The Chronicles of Narnia, the boys and the girls who had lived in Narnia have completed their time and work there. In a closing chapter entitled “Further Up and Further In,” Aslan, the lion who represents Christ, has come for them in order to take them home. They are headed away from Narnia and are about to enter Aslan’s land. But they are met with familiar scenes. One of the characters cries out: “I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong here. This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now. The reason why we loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes looked a little like this.” 

I believe that when we enter the real heaven, we will say, “This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now. The reason we loved the old earth so much is that it sometimes looked a little like this.” But it will be a new heaven and a new earth — the place we were meant to live. 
At that time we will say with the Psalmist: “In thy presence there is fullness of joy, in thy right hand are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 16:11). And that is the last word on heaven. Amen.
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