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“The Last Word on Scripture”




Revelation 1:1-11

Ten days after the ascension of Jesus Christ and fifty days after his resurrection, the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. Pentecost was a Jewish festival (also known as the Feast of Weeks) that drew people to Jerusalem from many nations. Pentecost celebrates the unleashing of the Holy Spirit on the world and on the church to reach the world with the good news of Jesus Christ. In celebrating Pentecost, we celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit that is available to us today. 

It’s reported that a preacher in Redrock, Mississippi once prayed this prayer on the Day of Pentecost: “Oh Lord, give Thy servant this mornin’ the eyes of the eagle and the wisdom of the owl; connect his soul with the gospel telephone in the central skies; ‘luminate his brow with the sun of heaven; possess his mind with love for the people; turpentine his imagination; grease his lips with ‘possum oil; loosen his tongue with the sledge hammer of Thy power; ‘lectrify his brain with the lightnin’ of the word; put ‘petual motion on his arms; fill him plum full of the dynamite of Thy glory; ‘noint him all over with the kerosene of Thy salvation and SET HIM ON FIRE. Amen!”

I’d prefer a slightly different Pentecost Day prayer: (Let’s pray together) God in heaven, you surprised and amazed your disciples on Pentecost with the gift of your Holy Spirit. We praise you for the Spirit who still fills our hearts and lives. Send your Holy Spirit on us as we worship you today, and fill us with the joy and excitement of heaven. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

[Read Revelation 1:1-11]
The intent of Scripture, says Eugene Peterson, is always to enlist our partici​pation, both body and soul. It is tragic and ironic then that the very book of the Bible that enlists our participation so emphatically and so forcefully, the book of Revelation, has been treated by so many Christians as a crossword puzzle to be solved. Revelation masterfully solves us and gets us involved in a living response to God. It also makes the unmistakable claim that Scrip​ture is God’s word to us, not just human words about God. Reading Scripture as if it were the writings of people throughout history who are giving their ideas or experiences of God is perhaps the most com​mon mistake that Bible readers make – but it is also the deadliest. Anyone who carelessly or ignorantly reads Scripture, suppos​ing they are reading the mere thoughts of poets or historians, will get a huge shock from Revelation. John, the author of the last book of the Bible, makes it impossible to accept such carelessness or igno​rance. Did you read his first sentence? It announces, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants what must soon take place; and he made it known by sending his angel to his servant John” (v. 1). 
What John says here is a claim that applies to all Scripture: It originates in God (which God gave), it is about God (the revelation of Jesus Christ), and God provides the means for us to receive it (by sending his angel). John's word for what he writes is revelation, in Greek, apokalupsis. The word becomes both title to his book and a description of all Holy Scripture. “Apocalypse means the revelation of what took place in the Incarnation hidden in a humble form.” The word literally means “to uncover.” 
Peterson says, imagine a pot of soup or stew on a stove. You enter the house and become aware of rich aromas coming from the kitchen. The smells are inviting. You guess at some of the ingredients; then you ask others in the house what’s cooking and you get different opinions. The cook doesn’t seem to be around, so everyone troops into the kitchen. You take the lid from the pot and everyone crowds closer to peer into it. Uncovered, the soup or stew with all its ingredients is exposed when you lift the ladle: An Apocalypse! What was guessed at is now fully known and becomes your next meal.
All of Scripture is, in one way or another, apocalypse, or revelation, something God has uncovered for us. Apart from Scripture there are only con​jectures and speculations about who God is and how God works. Scripture is God’s word to us, not a mere collection of human words about God, to be treated like some kind of owner’s manual for God. John shows us how to read Scripture with reverence and awe, ready to hear and believe. 
Rather than acting like curiosity seekers looking for a magician to do a magic trick, John urges us to READ, HEAR and KEEP what is revealed within these pages. 
· What gives meaning to our lives? 

· What is it that blesses us with true direction for life instead of giving a false path? 

· What can provide us with patient endurance when life is full of dreadful danger? 

I believe that verse 3 is the key verse in this passage. John says in verse 3: “For the time is near.” The times are dangerous and fill us with fear, but neither different circumstances nor a timetable for world events will guarantee that we’re on the right path. Only God can do that. So:
· Read God’s word; 

· Hear God’s word; 

· Keep God’s word and you will be happy and blessed.

The circumstances of life affect us, but they do not define us. This is the Bible’s understanding of being blessed. C. S. Lewis has captured this sense of the biblical meaning of being blessed in his novel The Horse and His Boy. Shasta is the name of the boy, and his journey has been a very hard one because of the task given to him to warn King Lune of the impending attack by the armies of Tash. In one scary scene, Shasta is a lone rider upon a mountain pass in the darkness; he rides an unfamiliar horse that won't obey his commands. Then Shasta is suddenly aware of a large presence alongside him. That presence is Aslan. Finally Shasta speaks out in fear, “Who are you?” The great lion, still at this point only known as a large presence to Shasta, says to the boy, “Tell me your sorrows.” Then Shasta com​plains of his dangerous journey, his frightening experience with lions, his unhappy childhood, and now the fact that he is hungry and thirsty and cold. The answer of Aslan is a big surprise to Shasta: “I do not call you unfortunate…” In other words, Shasta is blessed; he is on the right road. Then in suc​cessive waves of surprise, Shasta learns many things about his own life and journey, and the path where even now he has a task to do. The danger is still real, Shasta is still tired and hungry, but he has been blessed and he now knows that where he is, dangerous as it is, is still where he should be, and even where he wants to be. But best of all, he has met the great Lion himself, Aslan.

When we understand the word “blessed” in this biblical context, we are not so likely to use the word as casually as we have in the past. The word is a tough word in the Bible. It does not express superficial sentiment but instead the rugged and tested assurance that it is a good thing to be walking in the path of God’s will.

Revelation is the last word on scripture, and it insists that it is God’s word we are hearing, not a human word about God. We may have many impressions of Scripture, but no clear pic​ture. We may read thousands of vivid details in Scripture, but no plot. We may come away with dazzling items of truth from Scripture, but no wisdom. Revelation is written the way it is and placed where it is as a defense against such random​ness and incoherence. Scripture does not merely stop. There is an emotionally and mentally satisfying END OF THE STORY.

Revelation has 404 verses. In those 404 verses there are 518 references to other parts of Scripture. If we are not familiar with the preceding books of the Bible, chances are, we are not going to understand Revelation. These statistics carry a warning, says Eugene Peterson: No one has any business reading the last book who has not read the previous sixty-five. Much mischief has been done by read​ing Revelation in isolation from its context within the whole Bible. Peterson makes this very good point: “It makes no more sense to read the last book of the Bible apart from the [the rest of] Scripture than to read the last chapter of a novel, skipping everything before it” (p. 23). 

Revelation does not add to what is already there, but shows how all of Scripture is worked out in the lives of ordinary people and ultimately in the whole cosmos. Revelation is not, as some say, a change of strategy on God’s part after the origi​nal plan of salvation turned out not to work. It is the original plan itself, working powerfully, gloriously, and triumphantly. Revelation is God’s last word on many things, including his last word on Scripture, the book that forms and shapes our lives in Christ our Lord. 

What then should we do? READ – HEAR – KEEP what is written therein, and you will be blessed. Amen.

