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“The Last Word on Worship”



Revelation 5:6-14

Why do we worship? Eugene Peterson says “Worship is an act of attention to the living God who rules, speaks and reveals, creates and redeems, orders and blesses. Outsiders, observing these acts of worship, see nothing like that. They see a few people singing unpopular songs, sometimes off-key, someone reading from an old book and making remarks that may or may not interest the listeners, and then eating and drinking small portions of bread and wine that are supposed to give nourishment to their eternal souls in the same way that meat and potatoes sustain their mortal flesh. Who is right? Is worship an actual meeting called to order at God’s initiative in which persons of faith are blessed by his presence and respond to his salvation? Or is it a pathetic, and sometimes desperate, charade in which people attempt to get God to pay attention to them and do something for them?” (Peterson, p. 59)

The word “worship” literally means to ascribe worth to something or someone. What do software mogul Bill Gates and banking investor Warren Buffett have in common with wanted Mexican drug lord Joaquin Guzman Loera? They have all been featured in Forbes magazine’s world’s billionaires report as “self-made” billionaires. There is a big difference between wealth and worth; cost and value. The accumulation of wealth does not make a person worthy in the eyes of God, though it may make them wealthy in the eyes of the world. What is wise to this world is foolishness to God; and fools mock the inherent value and worthiness of Jesus Christ! 

The Christian life is that of a traveler, following the Master, with sandaled feet trotting along the dusty trails of life, a walking stick in hand, eyes fixed on the Lamb. While there are many things in this life that I do not know, there is the one thing of which I am sure; the Lamb who was slain and now lives is worthy of our worship!
The central question here is raised by an angel in Revelation 5:2. Who is worthy? Verse 12 gives the answer: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” Unlike the many trappings of religion and the worldly affairs of life, the Lamb of God is worthy to be praised, worthy of high standing in our lives, worthy of our trust, worthy of our worship; the Lamb is worthy to be praised!
What then is the language of our worship? The last word on worship is Amen: “And the four living creatures said, Amen! and the elders fell down and worshiped” (Rev. 5:14). Amen (or ahmain as it is pronounced in Hebrew) means “yes.” It is the worship affirmation that is directed to the God who has affirmed us. God says yes to us. We respond to his yes by saying yes in return, Amen. The end result of the act of worship is that our lives are turned around. We come to God with a history of nay-saying, of rejecting and being rejected. Yet at the throne of God we are immersed in God’s YES, a yes that silences all of our no’s and calls forth an answering yes in us. God, not the self, is the center of life. God is not someone around whom we make calculating decisions, a little yes here, a little no there. 

The self is no longer the hub of reality, as sin seduces us into believing. We are trained from infancy to relate to the world in an exploitive way, grabbing, pushing, and pulling, fretting and scheming. The self is a predator. But in worship we cease being predators that approach everyone else as prey that we can pull into our center. Instead we respond to The Center in worship. 

“Amen” in Hebrew means firm and therefore also faithful. In Isaiah 65 “God of truth” is literally “God of Amen.” Isaiah had given God the title “Amen” and John gave Jesus the same title. In Revelation 3:14 we read: And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: “The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation.” One of the dozens of names given to the Lord is “Amen.” Jesus frequently prefaced his teaching with the words “Amen,” or “Amen, Amen,” which is translated verily, or truly. In his second letter to the Corinthians Paul says the promises of God are “Amen,” that is, they are all true and sure.
When the four living creatures shout their Amen in v. 14 they are claiming as their own what has been made a reality by God. Amen was often on our Lord’s lips: “Amen, Amen, I say unto you” occurs no less than sixty-three times in the gospels. The German scholar Schlier concludes his study on the word Amen by saying, “In the Amen of Jesus the whole of Christology is contained in a nutshell.” When we Christians say or sing or shout, Amen, God hears our unequivocal assent to his irrevocable YES to us, the YES of our redeemer Lamb, the YES of our creator King. This is the language of worship even today and for eternity, for John’s four living creatures – the lion, the ox, the human and the eagle – shout “Amen.”
How do we enter into worship? Eugene Peterson asks this question: “Had the Laodiceans neglected, perhaps even scorned, worship?” They are portrayed as rich and self-sufficient in chapter 3. There was nothing to drive them to their knees in prayer. There was no poverty to draw them into a community of friends where they would hold all things in common and shared in love. There was no hunger or thirst after righteousness to compel them to the banquet table laden with the blessings of redemption: “For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing” (Rev. 3:17).

We should not miss John’s message to these rich Christians that is severe and indicting. Contrary to their well-fed appearance, he sees them as “wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17). He calls them to repentance and to zeal. His concluding word is a metaphor for coming to worship: There is a closed door which needs to be opened so that they can eat the sacramental meal to which Christ comes as host, sharing his life with them. A door, only a door, separates these “wretched, pitiable” Christians from the bounty of the communion table. Christ himself knocks at the door. Many of you know the verse of which I speak: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20). Persistently, patiently, week after week, the invitation sounds: “Let us worship God.” Open the door. Come in to the feast. What will they do? What will we do?
Worship is not only what we give to God, but it is God’s gift to us. Before we leave the last word on worship in Revelation chapter 5, let me illustrate that worship is God’s gift to us with this story. Long ago, a Hebrew farmer was working so hard on Friday afternoon that he didn’t notice that the sun was setting and the Sabbath was about to begin. When at last he looked up from his work, he realized that he could not make it home in time for the Sabbath. Nor could he continue to walk to his house after the Sabbath had begun because the trip would require more steps than were allowed for observant Jews. So he made the decision to spend the Sabbath in his field. What worried him the most was not his lack of food or shelter, but the lack of proper Sabbath prayers. For he was an uneducated man who trusted in the rabbi to lead him in the prayers that he somehow could not remember unless he was with the congregation in the local synagogue.

After the Sabbath when he was returning home, he ran into his rabbi. The rabbi said that he had missed the farmer at Sabbath service and the farmer apologized and told him what had happened. “I hope you were able to say the prayers anyway,” said the rabbi, a bit irritably. “I hope you were able to bless God our Maker and praise God’s work, the proper occupation for the Sabbath. Next time you should be more careful.” 
“Well,” the farmer said, “I couldn’t remember the words and the order in which to say them. So I recited the alphabet over and over and trusted God to shape the letters into a prayer.” The rabbi, awestruck by the faith and trust of this humble farmer, blessed him and told him that he had indeed done well.

Friends, please remember the last word on worship:
· We worship to ascribe worth to the only one worthy of our praise – the Lamb who was slain. 

· The language of worship can be summed up in a single word – the word that reflects the very worship of heaven – “Amen.” 
· Worship is like opening a door, to allow the Savior to enter in.

· Worship is not only what we give to God, but God’s gift to us.
The Lord bless this simple witness to his word. Amen and Amen.

